a table of all the operations for hernia which Mr. James has had the opportunity of performing, during an experience extending over thirtyseven years, the first operation recorded bearing date October 18th, 1821. The total number of these operations is thirty-six, and they are tabulated on the plan adopted in South's ' Chelius,' the fatal cases, however, being separated from those which recovered, and further, the deaths in private practice from those in hospital. The reason of the latter subdivision is one which applies strictly to country practice only?viz., that the distance of the patient's residence often forms an important feature in the case. Besides these statistics of his own, Mr. James discusses those which are furnished in the periodical re- turns from all the metropolitan hospitals in the ' We do not present these conclusions as indisputable?indeed, we had marked several of them for notice and discussion, had space permitted. The second, for instance, appears to us excessively doubtful;
?and the analogy drawn between the stricture of a hernia formed by fibrous structures only and that of a paraphimosis formed by skin and its appendages, in which inorganic muscular fibre is known to exist in profusion, to be a false one; nor can we say that the difficulty spoken of in the last paragraph in the diagnosis of femoral hernia (and which we believe to apply equally to both sexes) appears to us satisfactorily explained in Mr. James's treatise. Still, we can heartily commend this little book to our readers, and hope that Mr. James's example in turning a long experience to account may be extensively followed by our "practical surgeons."
